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RARE BOOK SCHOOL

 Information  Guide | Washington, DC

Welcome to Rare Book School! 

About Washington, DC
home to some of the nation’s most distinguished 

historical and cultural institutions—not to men-
tion the legislative, executive, and judicial 

branches of government—Washington, DC, is 
one of America’s great urban centers. 

Founded and designed by Enlightenment 
thinkers, the nation’s capital boasts a proud and 

storied bibliographical tradition: Within a mile’s 
walk of the world’s largest library (the Library of Congress; 101 
Independence Avenue SE; 202-707-5000), book enthusiasts can 
tour the Folger Shakespeare Library (201 East Capitol Street SE; 
202-544-4600), visit the National Archives (700 Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW; 1-866-272-6272), or examine the Asian and Middle 
Eastern collections housed at the Smithsonian’s Freer Gallery of 
Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery (1050 Independence Avenue 
SW; 202-633-1000).

This year, the Library of Congress hosts four Rare Book School 
courses: “The Eighteenth-Century Book,” taught by Mark Dimu-
nation, Chief of the Library’s Rare Book and Special Collections 
Division; “Preservation Imaging: Science, Scholarship, and the 
Artifact,” taught by Fenella France, Chief of the Preservation 
Research and Testing Division;  “The Art & Science of Cartogra-
phy, 200–1550,” taught by John Hessler, Curator of the Jay I. Kis-
lak Collection; and “Visual Materials Cataloging,” taught by Helena 
Zinkham, Chief of the Library’s Prints and Photographs Division. 
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for over thirty years, the bibliographical community has been supported and nourished by the work of 
Rare Book School (RBS). From its tentative beginnings at Columbia University, the School has educated two 
generations of librarians, collectors, academics, conservators, and booksellers, producing a network of loyal 
alumni, talented faculty, and dedicated friends around the globe. In the process, it has also earned a reputa-
tion as the world’s premier institution for the study of bibliography and book history. We are delighted that 
you will soon be a part of that distinguished tradition, and of our School’s promising future. On behalf of all 
of us here at RBS, welcome to Washington! 

This information guide should answer most of your questions about transportation, housing, and other 
practical matters. Upon arrival, you’ll also receive a copy of the Student’s Vade Mecum with additional infor-
mation to ensure that your stay is as productive and enjoyable as possible. (n.b.  Please bring the present 
guide with you when you come to RBS; it contains valuable information not repeated in the Vade Mecum.) In 
the meantime, we eagerly await your arrival, and look forward to another wonderful year!
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The RBS Week

All RBS students are expected to be in attendance and on time for all regularly scheduled classes, labs, and field 
trips. This is to ensure the quality and community of RBS as a school, and we insist that participants attend all 
sessions of their courses, unless presented with the most extraordinary of circumstances. Practically speaking, this 
involves a full-time commitment of 8:30 am–5 pm Monday through Thursday, and 8:30 am–4 pm Friday. Please 
make your travel plans accordingly!

8:45 am* Final RegistrationSUNDAY, 5–7 pm Opening Reception
RBS students will convene for registration and light 
refreshments in the House Banquet Room of the Holi-
day Inn Washington-Capitol, located at 550 C Street SW 
(front desk: 202-479-4000). Once there, all students will 
receive a copy of the Student’s Vade Mecum and a name 
badge. n.b. If you plan to attend this event, RSVP by email 
(rbsprograms@virginia.edu) no later than 23 July.

8:30 am* Arrival at Library of Congress

9–10:30 am* First Period

10:30–11 am Morning Break

11 am–12:30 pm* Second Period

* Required activities are noted by asterisk

Morning registration for those unable to attend Sunday 
night’s reception. (Monday only.)

To ensure that everyone has sufficient time to make it 
through security (see p. 5) and find his or her classroom, 
students should plan to arrive at the security desks of their 
respective Library buildings (Jefferson for H-100; Madi-
son for all others) no later than 8:30 am each morning. 

Students attending L-40: “Visual Materials Catalog-
ing” will meet in the front office of the Prints and Pho-
tographs Division, Room LM 337, in the James Madison 
Memorial Building (2nd Street SE, between Indepen-
dence Avenue and East Capitol Street). 

H-110: “The Art & Science of Cartography, 200–1550” 
meets in the Geography and Map Research Center, Room 
B-01, in the basement of the Madison Building. 

L-105: “Preservation Imaging: Science, Scholarship, 
and the Artifact” meets in G21, on the ground floor of the 
Madison Building. 

Finally, students attending H-100: “The Eigh-
teenth-Century Book” should meet in the Rosenwald 
Room, located directly across from the Rare Book and 
Special Collections Reading Room (LJ 239), on the sec-
ond floor of the Thomas Jefferson Building (101 Indepen-
dence Avenue SE).

Join your fellow students for coffee and tea, served in the 
Library’s West Dining Room (LM 621), located on the 
sixth floor of the Madison Building. 

Late arrival: We strongly suggest attending the Sunday 
night registration, but if you are unable to make it, please 
email us (rbsprograms@virginia.edu) and let us know.  If 
you do not attend, you will need to register at your course 
location at 8:45 am sharp on Monday morning. 

MONDAY through THURSDAY

3–3:30 pm Afternoon Break
The West Dining Room (LM 621) will be open to RBS stu-
dents, with refreshments available in the cafeteria. 

3:30–5 pm* Fourth Period

Weekday Evening Activities

Monday 5:30 pm Evening Lecture

During the week, there are optional evening activities for 
those interested in taking advantage of them. For details, 
see the Student’s Vade Mecum. n.b. These events are not 
open to the general public. 

Room LM-642, on the sixth floor of the Madison Building.

Tuesday 5:30–7 pm Museum Night
Room LM-337, on the third floor of the Madison Building.

Wednesday 5:30 pm Evening Lecture
Room LM-337, on the third floor of the Madison Building.

12:30–1:30 pm Lunch
Class breaks for lunch. Although students are free to eat 
wherever they choose, the close proximity of the Madison 
Cafeteria (sixth floor) makes it an attractive—perhaps 
necessary—option for those in a hurry.  

1:30–3:30 pm* Third Period
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* Required activities are noted by asterisk

The RBS Week (continued)

9–10:30 am*  First Period

10:30–11 am  Morning Break

11 am–12:30 pm*  Second Period

3:30–4 pm*  Course Evaluations

4–6 pm  Farewell Reception

Students receive course completion certificates, and fill 
out RBS course evaluations.
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Before you arrive

Reading Lists

When thinking about your transportation arrangements, please remember that staying over Friday night 
after the last day of class can be an excellent idea, if you can swing it. Early-evening ground and air travel is 
seldom much fun anywhere, but it can be especially difficult in a major city like Washington. Arriving a day 
early may also be a good idea, as it can provide opportunities to settle in, overcome jet lag, &c. RBS first- 
timers are often surprised by the intensity of the experience, so be sure to get some sleep before classes start! 

Join your fellow students for light snacks, refreshments, 
and a festive farewell in the West Dining Hall (LM 621). 

Arrival & Departure Logistics

Most RBS courses have advance reading lists or assignments that RBS instructors expect their students to 
complete before they arrive; these are outlined at www.rarebookschool.org/course-descriptions/reading/. 
(n.b. H-100 does not have an advance reading list.) 

Students should come to class prepared. Those who have trouble locating required readings might try 
obtaining them through interlibrary loan (ILL), from used or antiquarian booksellers through the Anti-
quarian Booksellers Association of America (ABAA), or online via sites such as www.bookfinder.com or              
www.vialibri.net. 

Problems
Please let one of us know if you encounter any problems on any front. If such problems occur before you 
arrive, email (rbsprograms@virginia.edu) or telephone us (434-924-8851, 8:30 am–5 pm; voicemail after 
hours). If you encounter issues with tuition payments, contact RBS Accounting Specialist Michael Taylor at 
434-243-2920, or by email: michael.taylor@virginia.edu.

Should any difficulties arise during the course, please bring your concerns to a faculty member or to an 
RBS staff member. Just look for a red or blue ribbon on the nametag—we’re always happy to help!  

FRIDAY

8:30 am* Arrival at Library of Congress

Coffee and tea in the West Dining Room (LM 621).

12:30–1:30 pm Lunch
Class breaks for lunch. 

1:30–3:30 pm* Third Period
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Accommodations
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Of the several hotels located within walking distance of the National Mall and Capitol Hill, Hotel Harrington 
(436 11th Street NW; 202-628-8140; www.hotel-harrington.com;) offers some of the lowest rates; that said, 
the accommodations are very basic, and students should read reviews carefully before making a reservation. 

A solid choice for students taking courses at the Library of Congress is the Capitol Hill Hotel (200 C Street 
SE; 202-543-6000; capitolhillhotel-dc.com), where RBS sets aside a discounted block of rooms. Another 
option is to stay at Club Quarters (839 17th Street NW; 202-463-6400; clubquarters.com/washington-dc), 
located just northwest of the White House; for advice on how to secure their RBS corporate rate, contact 
programs staff at rbsprograms@virginia.edu, or call 434-924-8851. 

Transportation

Air Travel
Three major airports serve the greater Washing-
ton, DC, area: Washington Dulles International 
(IAD; 703-572-2700), located about thirty miles 
west of the city; Ronald Reagan National (DCA; 
703-417-8000), just across the Potomac River; and 
Baltimore/Washington International (BWI; 410-
859-7111), in Maryland, about thirty miles to the 
northeast.

While DCA is conveniently located for RBS stu-
dents, it offers fewer flight options compared to the 
other two airports; on the other hand, getting to the 
city from IAD or BWI takes extra time, planning, 
and expense. Please take these details into consider-
ation when arranging your flights!

If you are arriving from a nearby state, Amtrak 
(www.amtrak.com; 1-800-872-7245) may offer the 
most convenient and affordable means of getting 
to the capital: the centrally located Union Station 
(50 Massachusetts Avenue NE; 202-289-1908) is 
only about a fifteen-minute walk from the Library 
of Congress.

Taking the Train

Driving to Washington
The main north-south route into the city is Inter-
state 95, one of the nation’s busiest, and potentially 
most frustrating, highways. Getting to Washington 
from points west will usually involve a combina-
tion of either I-70/I-270 (from the northwest) or 
I-81/I-66 (from the southwest). No matter what 
route you take, know that rush-hour traffic can be 
intense, and parking spaces near the Library hard 
to come by. 

Security at the Library

The Library of Congress requires all patrons and guests to move through airport-style security before enter-
ing any of its three main buildings, and to submit to package, purse, and backpack searches before leaving. 
Dangerous items (e.g., firearms, knives, box-cutters, razors) are not permitted. Please plan accordingly, and 
arrive early enough to make it through in time for all course events. 

n.b. You should plan to carry some form of photo ID on your person at all times while visiting the Library.
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Pharmacies & Medical Facilities
For RBS students at the Library of Congress, the near-
est pharmacy will probably be Grubb’s Pharmacy (326 
East Capitol Street NE; 202-543-4400), a Capitol Hill 
institution that dates back to the Johnson administra-
tion (Andrew, not Lyndon). The store is open M–F, 
8:30 am–6 pm; Sa, 9 am–3 pm. 

If you need something on Sunday, your best bet will 
be the CVS at 661 Pennsylvania Avenue SE (202-543-
3305). Their pharmacy hours are M–F, 8 am–10 pm; 
Sa, 9 am–6 pm; Su, 10 am–6 pm. 

The most convenient emergency room is at the 
George Washington University Hospital, 900 23rd 
Street NW, about three miles northwest of the Library. 
The hospital’s emergency department can be reached 
at 202-715-4911. (If you need immediate help, dial 911.) 

Advance Advices

What to Bring
At RBS, dress is business casual for all events. July in 
Washington can feel almost tropical, with high tem-
peratures and legendary humidity; that said, the rooms 
we use at the Library of Congress tend to maintain 
a cool temperature. It’s a good idea to pack for both 
extremes and to bring a sweater, especially if you chill 
easily under air-conditioning. In general, a light rain 
jacket or umbrella is also a good idea.

RBS participants are encouraged to come to class 
prepared, and are required to be on time. Bring a 
watch. If you wish to take notes, plan accordingly. Pen-
cils, paper, and other supplies are available at nearby 
convenience stores, but it can be difficult to exit and 
re-enter the Library in a timely fashion. 

Before leaving home, check the course description 
website and the reading list for specific instructions on 
what to bring. (It is not, for instance, always necessary 
to bring copies of your advance reading.) Other inside 
tips on what to bring can be found in the previous 
year’s course evaluations, also available on the course 
website. 

Guests
Given Library security protocols (see p. 5), RBS will 
not be able to accommodate guests at evening lectures, 
Museum Night, or during class breaks. 

Lost & Found
If you lose something within the Library, contact the 
Lost & Found Office, located in room LM G12, on the 
ground floor of the James Madison Memorial Build-
ing. The office is administered by the U.S. Capitol 
Police (202-707-1000), who will do all they can to help 
you locate your items.

The Library’s Jefferson Building
photo: u.s. architect of the capitol

Privacy
RBS publishes a list of its participating students in the 
Student’s Vade Mecum. If you do not want your name, 
work information, or email address to appear there, 
please indicate this in your myRBS profile. 
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Washington, DC, is home to a vibrant restaurant culture, as well as a lively fleet of food trucks (which you can 
track at foodtruckfiesta.com). The short list below— which focuses on the Capitol Hill neighborhood just east 
of the Library of Congress—should give you some ideas to get you started. 

* dirksen senate cafeteria. Base-
ment Level, Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, Constitution Avenue NE 
at 1st Street NE. Straightforward 
cafeteria food, including sandwiches, 
grill specials, and a salad bar. M–F, 
7:30 am—3 pm, during regular leg-
islative sessions. $8–10.  

* firehook bakery-capitol hill. 
215 Pennsylvania Avenue SE 
(703-519-8020). Coffee, desserts, 
omelets, bagel sandwiches. M–F, 
6:30 am–7 pm;  Sa–Su, 7 am–5 pm.

tortilla coast. 400 1st Street SE 
(202-546-6768). Tex-Mex special-
ities, including quesadillas, burri-
tos, enchiladas, and salads. M–W, 
11 am–10 pm; Th–F, 11:30 am–11 pm; 
Sa, 11 am –10 pm; Su, 11 am–9 pm. 
$10–15.

Located at 225 7th Street SE (about a 
fifteen minute walk from the Library; 
202-698-5253), this lively food and 
arts market hosts a number of indoor 
vendors serving fresh food at rea-
sonable prices. Tu–F, 7 am–7 pm, Sa 
7 am–6 pm; Su, 9 am–5 pm. Closed 
Monday.

* we, the pizza. 305 Pennsylvania 
Avenue SE (202-544-4008). Clas-
sic pizza, salads, and lunch specials, 
served with a side of social respon-
sibility. M–Sa, 11 am–11 pm. Closed 
Sunday. Large pizzas are $20, 
regardless of toppings.* Closed Sunday evenings

Near the Library of Congress

tortilla cafe. 210 7th Street SE, 
directly across the street from the 
Market (202-547-5700). Mexican 
and Salvadoran specialities. M–F, 
9 am–7 pm; Sa–Su, 8 am–7 pm. 
Under $10.

Near Eastern Market

* sushi capitol. 325 Pennsylva-
nia Avenue (202-627-0325). Well 
reviewed, if a bit pricey. M–F, 
12–2:30 pm & 5–9:30 pm; Sa, 
5–9:30 pm. Closed Sunday. $15–
30. Reservations recommended. 

* cafe recess. 209 Pennsylvania 
Avenue SE (202-544-3049). An 
interesting mix of classic American 
deli sandwiches and Vietnamese 
bánh mì. M–Sa, 7 am–4 pm.  Closed 
Sunday.

barrel. 613 Pennsylvania Avenue 
SE. (202-543-3622). High-end gas-
tropub featuring an extensive bour-
bon list. M–F, 4 pm—2 am; Su–Sa, 
10:30 am–2 am. Entrees $10–20.  

seventh hill pizza. 327 7th 
Street SE (202-544-1911). Piz-
zas, sandwiches, Nutella calzones. 
Tu–F,  Sa, 11:30 am–10 pm; Su, 
12–9 pm. Pizzas $10–17.  

montmartre. 327 7th Street SE, 
(202-544-1244). Upscale French 
bistro. Lunch/brunch hours: Tu–F, 
11:30 am–2:30 pm; Su–Sa, 10:30 
am–3 pm. Dinner: Tu–Th, 5:30–
10 pm; F–Sa, 5:30–10:30 pm; 
Su, 5:30–9 pm. Entrees $20–30.     
Reservations recommended. 

cafe berlin. 322 Massachu-
setts Avenue (202-543-7656).
Traditional German food with 
traditional German beer. Lunch/
brunch: M–F, 11:30 am–3 pm; Su, 
11 am–3 pm. Dinner: Su–Th, 3–10 
pm; F, 3–11 pm; Sa 11:30 am–11 pm. 

la loma mexican restaurant. 
316 Massachusetts Avenue NE 
(202-548-2550). Standard Tex-
Mex options, with an abundance 
of beans, cheese, rice.  M–Th, 11:30 
am–3 pm & 5–10 pm; F, 11:30 am–3 
pm & 4–11 pm; Sa, 11:30 am–11 pm; 
Su, 11:30 am–10 pm. $10–15.

* good stuff eatery. 303 Penn-
sylvania Avenue SE (202-543-
8222). Socially aware burger joint, 
featuring artisinal burgers, shakes, 
and french fries. M–Sa, 11 am–10 
pm. Under $10. 

district taco. 656 Pennsylva-
nia Avenue SE (202-735-5649). 
Yucatán-inspired Mexican food; ask 
about gluten-free options. M–F, 8 
am–10 pm; Sa–Su, 9 am–10 pm. 
Under $10. 


