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Conference Welcome
bibliography Among the disciplines brings together scholarly 
professionals who are poised to address current problems pertaining to 
the study of textual artifacts that cross scholarly, pedagogical, profes-
sional, and curatorial domains. the conference explores theories and 
methods common to the object-oriented disciplines, such as anthropol-
ogy and archaeology, but new to bibliography. the conference program, 
supported by rare book school and the Andrew w. Mellon foundation, 
aims to promote focused cross-disciplinary exchange and future schol-
arly collaborations. the project will culminate in 2019 with a volume of 
essays contributed by conference participants. both the conference and 
subsequent volume will seek to build on the ongoing series of sympo-
sia conducted by members of rare book school’s Andrew w. Mellon 
fellowship of scholars in Critical bibliography, established in 2012 
through funding from the foundation.

Conference sessions organized by rbs-Mellon fellows and fellow-
ship program staff include both traditional and innovative formats: 
plenary addresses, papers, short presentations, roundtables, hands-on 
workshops, and working groups. the conference also dovetails with the 
creation of rare book school’s Andrew w. Mellon society of fellows 
in Critical bibliography. Continuing the work of the Mellon fellow-
ship, this new scholarly organization fosters the study of texts, images, 
and artifacts as material objects through capacious, interdisciplinary 
scholarship, enriching humanistic inquiry and education by identify-
ing, mentoring, and training promising early-career scholars. Current 
rbs-Mellon fellows have joined the society as senior fellows, and are 
now responsible for the governance of the society, for planning its an-
nual meeting and additional society-sponsored programming, and for 
recruiting and selecting Junior fellows to join the society. we warmly 
encourage prospective applicants to visit the society’s conference table, 
located in the Chemical Heritage foundation’s overlook lounge, for 
more information about the society, and how to apply to join its inau-
gural cohort.
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Conference Planning Committee
ConferenCe Co-Chairs

bArbArA HeritAGe & donnA sy     
(rare book school at the university of Virginia) 

ConferenCe Coordinator

ClAire reeGer (rare book school at the university of Virginia)

CFP Review

Courtney Roby (Cornell University) • Chair
barbara Heritage (rare book school at the university of Virginia) & 

Donna Sy (Rare Book School at the University of Virginia) • Ex Officio
Meghan doherty (berea College)
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 Marissa nicosia (Penn state Abington)
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Juliet Sperling (University of Pennsylvania) • Restaurant Guide & 
Photography
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András kiséry (the City College of new york, Cuny)
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Conference Sponsors
foundations & institutes

American Philosophical society
the free library of Philadelphia
kislak Center for special Collections, rare books and Manuscripts, 

university of Pennsylvania
the Andrew w. Mellon foundation
Philadelphia Museum of Art
rare book school at the university of Virginia

BiBliographiCal CluBs & sCholarly soCieties

the bibliographical society of America
the bibliographical society of the university of Virginia
the Caxton Club (Chicago)
the Grolier Club (new york)

individuals

Close Friend ($500–999)
Joan friedman

Very Good Friend ($250–499)

Good Friend ($100–249)

Friend ($50–99)

Ann blair
scott Clemons

Mark samuels lasner

Alan Galey
John Garcia
Maria fredericks
e. Haven Hawley
Adam Hooks
Matthew kirschenbaum
douglas klahr
Jim kuhn

estelle Markel-Joyet
nina Musinsky
karla nielsen
elizabeth ott
david szewczyk
sarah wall-randell
Anonymous (6)

bryan sinche szilvia szmuk-tanenbaum
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Pal ($1–49)

Megan Cook
Chris Cullnane
Julie enszer
Michael kuczynski
deborah leslie

tara lyons
leslie overstreet
lenora wannier
Anonymous (7)
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Conference Venues
q American Philosophical Society

benjamin franklin Hall
427 Chestnut street
Philadelphia, PA 19106 215-440-3440
12 October: Pop-up session i

q Chemical Heritage Foundation
315 Chestnut street
Philadelphia, PA 19106 215-925-2222
12 October: most working group meetings
13 October: all sessions except workshop 10 (see free library 
below); evening reception
14–15 October: all sessions & evening receptions

q Free Library of Philadelphia
Parkway Central library
1901 Vine street
Philadelphia, PA 19103 215-686-5322
(between 19th & 20th streets on the 676 Parkway)
13 October: workshop 10

q Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare Books & Manuscripts
university of Pennsylvania
Van Pelt-dietrich library, 6th floor
3420 walnut street
Philadelphia, PA 19104 215-898-7088
12 October: all workshops; evening reception

q Philadelphia Museum of Art
2600 benjamin franklin Parkway
Philadelphia, PA 19130 215-763-8100
12 October: 4:00–5:30PM meeting for working Group 1
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Overview of Conference Schedule
thursday · oCtoBer 12 · 2:00–3:30pm

ConCurrent session i

Pop-up Session 1: 

Critical Bibliography and Social Justice
Location: American Philosophical society, benjamin franklin Hall

* All conference participants who will be visiting Penn’s Van Pelt-dietrich library Center 
will need to provide identification, either in the form of a driver’s license or passport, to 
enter the building. 

Working Group 1:

Color Printing & the Global 
Eighteenth Century
Location: CHf Garden i 
this session is open to 
conference participants.

Working Group 2:

Globalizing Book History & 
Bibliography
Location: CHf franklin 
ii 
limited to members of 
working group.

Working Group 3:

Resembling Science: The 
Unruly Object Across the 
Disciplines
Location: CHf Haas
limited to members of 
working group and pre-
approved auditors. 

Workshop 1: 

Interpreting Woodcut Print:  
A Global View 
Location: kislak Center, 
room 626*
limited to pre-registered, 
paid participants.

Workshop 2: 

The Shape of the Book
Location: kislak Center, 
room 627*
limited to pre-registered, 
paid participants.

Workshop 3: 

20 Good Questions to Ask 
Your Manuscript
Location: kislak Center, 
room 625*
limited to pre-registered, 
paid participants.

o
V

e
r

V
ie

w



9

thursday 3:30–4:00pm

beverage break
chf Location: Café, 2nd floor
penn Location: Moelis terrace, 6th floor, Van Pelt-dietrich library 

4:00–5:30pm

ConCurrent session ii

5:30–7:00pm

welcome reception (kislak Center, Penn)
Location: Moelis terrace, 6th floor, Van Pelt-dietrich library*

Working Group 1:

Color Printing & the Global 
Eighteenth Century
Location: PMA
limited to members of 
working group and pre-
approved auditors. 

Working Group 2:

Globalizing Book History & 
Bibliography
Location: CHf franklin 
ii 
limited to members of 
working group.

Working Group 3:

Resembling Science: The 
Unruly Object Across the 
Disciplines
Location: CHf Haas 
limited to members of 
working group and pre-
approved auditors.

Workshop 4: 

Trade and Publishers’ Book-
bindings in the Atlantic World
Location: kislak Center,  
room 627*
limited to pre-registered, 
paid participants.

Workshop 5: 

Textual Mobilities: Words, 
Languages, Books, and 
Colonial Encounters
Location: kislak Center,   
room 625*
limited to pre-registered, 
paid participants.

Workshop 6: 

Building Digital Tools for 
Bibliographical Analysis
location: Vitale Media lab, 
room 623*
limited to pre-registered, 
paid participants.
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friday · oCtoBer 13 · 7:30am–1:00pm

Conference registration
Location: CHf Main lobby/Vestibule

7:30–8:15am

Continental breakfast
Location: CHf east Hall

8:15–8:30am 

welcome & opening remarks
Location: CHf ullyot

8:30–10:00am

Plenary Session I: 

Historicizing Critical Bibliography
Location: CHf ullyot

10:00–10:45am

beverage break
Location: CHf east Hall

10:45am–12:15pm

ConCurrent session iii
Paper Session 1: 

Graphic Representation: Il-
lustration & Diagrams
Location: CHf ullyot 
north

Paper Session 2: 

Textual Instruments
Location: CHf ullyot 
south

Roundtable 1: 

Hands-on Demonstration: 
Learning to Read Paper With-
out the Text
Location: CHf franklin ii

Short Presentations 1: 

Tools for Data Analysis & 
Visualization
Location: CHf franklin i 

Working Group 1: 

Color Printing & the Global 
Eighteenth Century
Location: CHf Haas
this session is open to 
conference participants.

Workshop 7: 

The Business of Publishing: 
Reading Financial Records as a 
Source for the History of the Book
Location: CHf Garden ii
limited to pre-registered, 
paid participants.

o
V

e
r

V
ie

w



11

friday 12:15–1:45pm

lunch break 

12:30–1:30pm

Pop-up Session 2: 

Critical Bibliography and Social Justice: Research Strategies Exchange
Location: CHf Haas
lunch provided for pre-registered participants.

1:45–3:15pm

ConCurrent session iV

3:15–3:45pm 

beverage break
Location: CHf east Hall

Paper Session 3: 

Questions of Scale, Production 
& Labor 
Location: CHf ullyot 
north

Paper Session 4: 

Transmission & Transfer of 
Images
Location: CHf ullyot 
south

Roundtable 2: 

Performance, Textuality & 
Orality
Location: CHf franklin 
ii

Short Presentations 2: 

Innovative Pedagogy with 
Material Objects
Location: CHf franklin i

Working Group 3: 

Resembling Science: The 
Unruly Object Across the 
Disciplines
Location: CHf Haas 
limited to members of 
working group and pre-
approved auditors.

Workshop 8: 

Texting: Selected Bibliographi-
cal Approaches to Printing 
Types and Typography
Location: CHf Garden 
ii
limited to pre-registered, 
paid participants.
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friday 3:45–5:15pm 

ConCurrent session V

5:30–7:00pm 

evening reception (CHf)
Location: CHf Museum & dow Public square/Jacobs reading room
CHf Museum exhibitions free and open to all conference participants.

7:00pm

optional dinner Meet-up for Conference Participants 
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: Conference registration table in CHf Vestibule/lobby 

Paper Session 5: 

Degradation, Loss, Recovery 
& Fragmentation
Location: CHf ullyot 
north

Paper Session 6: 

Materiality of Digital Objects
Location: CHf ullyot 
south

Roundtable 3: 

Authorship
Location: CHf franklin 
ii

Short Presentations 3: 

Teaching with Stuff: Building 
Bibliographical Collections 
at Rare Book School with 
Limited (or No) Financial 
Resources
Location: CHf franklin i

Working Group 2: 

Globalizing Book History & 
Bibliography
Location: CHf Haas 
limited to members of 
working group. 

Workshop 9: 

Strategies of Integration: Text 
and Image in Wood, Metal, 
and Stone 
Location: CHf Garden i
limited to pre-registered, 
paid participants.

Workshop 10: 

Basic Identification and De-
scription of Bookbindings
Location: free li-
brary, Conference room 
405/406
limited to pre-registered, 
paid participants.
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saturday · oCtoBer 14 · 7:30–8:30am 

Continental breakfast
Location: CHf east Hall

8:30–10:00am 

ConCurrent session Vi

10:00–10:45am

beverage break
Location: CHf east Hall

Paper Session 7: 

The Social Life of Books: Uses 
of Text & Image Beyond Read-
ing & Viewing 
Location: CHf ullyot 
north

Paper Session 8: 

Books as Agents of Contact
Location: CHf ullyot 
south

Roundtable 4: 

Digitization, Representation 
& Access
Location: CHf franklin ii

Short Presentations 4: 

Teaching Global Book History
Location: CHf franklin i 

Working Group 1: 

Color Printing & the Global 
Eighteenth Century
Location: CHf Haas
this session is open to 
conference participants.

Workshop 11: 

Identification and Description 
of Paper
Location: CHf Garden ii
limited to pre-registered, 
paid participants.

Workshop 13: 

Strategies of Integration: Text 
and Image in Wood, Metal, 
and Stone (II)
Location: CHf Garden i
limited to pre-registered, 
paid participants.
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saturday 10:45am–12:15pm 

ConCurrent session Vii

12:15–1:45pm 

lunch break 

12:30–1:30pm 

Pop-up Session 3: 

Critical Bibliography and Social Justice: Pedagogy Strategies Exchange 
Location: CHf Haas
lunch provided for pre-registered participants.
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Paper Session 9: 

Manuscript in the Age of 
Print
Location: CHf ullyot 
north

Paper Session 10: 

Reading the Whole Book: 
Object Interpretation
Location: CHf ullyot 
south

Roundtable 5: 

Materiality as a Sustainable 
Humanistic Discourse 
Location: CHf franklin ii

Short Presentations 5: 

Dynamics of Digital Collec-
tions 
Location: CHf franklin i

Working Group 2: 

Globalizing Book History & 
Bibliography 
Location: CHf Haas
limited to members of 
working group. 

Workshop 14: 

Identification and Description 
of Paper (II) 
location: CHf Garden ii
limited to pre-registered, 
paid participants.
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saturday 1:45–3:15pm 

ConCurrent session Viii

3:15–3:45pm 

beverage break
Location: CHf east Hall

3:45–5:15pm 

Plenary Session 2: 

The Future of the Past: Cultural Heritage in the Digital Age
Location: CHf ullyot

5:30–7:00pm

evening reception (CHf)
Location: CHf Museum & dow Public square/Jacobs reading room
CHf Museum exhibitions free and open to all conference participants.

7:00pm 

optional dinner Meet-up for Conference Participants
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: Conference registration table in CHf Vestibule/lobby 
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Paper Session 11: 

Comparative Histories of the 
Book 
Location: CHf ullyot 
north

Paper Session 12: 

Reappraising the Redundant: 
The Value of Copies in the 
Study of Textual Artifacts 
Location: CHf ullyot 
south

Roundtable 6: 

Ethics & Responsibility in the 
Bibliosphere 
Location: CHf franklin ii

Short Presentations 6: 

The Book and Its Time: Devel-
oping a ‘Period Eye’ 
Location: CHf franklin i

Working Group 3: 

Resembling Science: The 
Unruly Object Across the 
Disciplines 
Location: CHf Haas
limited to working group 
members and pre-approved 
auditors.

Workshop 12: 

Editing Among the 
Disciplines 
Location: CHf Garden i
limited to pre-registered, 
paid participants.
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sunday 10:00–11:30am

Affinity brunch
Location: CHf ullyot & east Hall
limited to pre-registered, paid participants.

11:30 am–1:00pm 

Plenary Session 3: 

“Bibliography Among the Disciplines” Community Plenary
Location: CHf ullyot

1:00–1:15pm 

Closing remarks & Acknowledgments
Location: CHf ullyot
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Conference Schedule
thursday · oCtoBer 12 · 1:00–7:00pm 

Conference Registration
university of Pennsylvania 
Location: kislak Center, 6th floor, Van Pelt-dietrich library

2:00–3:30pm

ConCurrent session i 
Chemical Heritage foundation & kislak Center (Penn)

Working Group 1: 

Color Printing & the Global Eighteenth Century 
Location: CHf Garden i

this session is open to conference participants.
Working Group Organizers: Marie-stéphanie delamaire (winter-

thur Museum) & Jeannie kenmotsu (Portland Museum of Art)
Moderators: Julie nelson davis (Professor of History of Art, univer-

sity of Pennsylvania), James Green (librarian, the library Company 
of Philadelphia) & shelley langdale (Associate Curator of Prints and 
drawings, Philadelphia Museum of Art)

Working group participants:
timothy Clifford (university of Pennsylvania)
Jill Gage (the newberry)
Michelle Moseley-Christian (Virginia tech)
iris Moon (Pratt institute)
Holly shaffer (brown university)
Henry smith, ii (Columbia university)
Ad stijnman (independent scholar)
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Working Group 2: 

Globalizing Book History & Bibliography 
Location: CHf franklin ii
Participation limited to members of working group.
Working Group Organizers: Hwisang Cho (Xavier university), 

ben nourse (university of denver) & rachel stein (Columbia uni-
versity in the City of new york)

Moderator: brinkley Messick (Professor, department of Anthropol-
ogy, Columbia university)

Working group participants:
daniela bleichmar (university of southern California, los Angeles)
Julie r. enszer (independent scholar and poet)
devin fitzgerald (Harvard university) 
A. Mitchell fraas (university of Pennsylvania)
natasha Heller (university of Virginia)
florence C. Hsia (university of wisconsin, Madison)
bryan C. keene ( J. Paul Getty Museum and Courtauld institute of Art)
shobna nijhawan (york university)
neil safier (brown university)
emma smith (Hertford College at the university of oxford)
Joshua byron smith (university of Arkansas)
Caitlin tyler-richards (university of wisconsin, Madison)
lindsay Van tine (university of Pennsylvania and swarthmore College)
Corinna Zeltsman (Georgia southern university)
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Working Group 3: 

Resembling Science: The Unruly Object Across the Disciplines 
Location: CHf Haas

limited to members of working group and pre-approved auditors.
Working Group Organizers: Meghan doherty (berea College), 

dahlia Porter (university of Glasgow)
Moderator: lucia dacome (Associate Professor, institute for the 

History and Philosophy of science and technology, university of 
toronto)

Working group participants:
emily r. Anderson (university of southern California, los Angeles)
elizabeth Athens (worcester Art Museum)
sarah basham (university of british Columbia)
Mungo Campbell (university of Glasgow)
Michelle diMeo (Chemical Heritage foundation)
Cheryl knott (university of Arizona, tucson)
Mary learner (university of north Carolina at Chapel Hill)
elizabeth neswald (brock university)
reviel netz (stanford university)
robin e. rider (university of wisconsin, Madison)
sarah scripps (university of wisconsin)
evija trofimova (university of Auckland)
stephen turner (university of Auckland)
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Workshop 1: 

Interpreting Woodcut Print: A Global View 
Location: Penn, kislak Center, room 626*

limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
Instructor: Julie nelson davis (university of Pennsylvania)

in this workshop, we will use close looking as a practice to deepen our 
understanding of the printed image and page, by investigating selected 
works from the kislak Center collection. we’ll begin by making careful 
studies of selected examples and then go beyond looking in our hands-
on engagement of printed works from europe, the Americas, and east 
Asia to make comparisons across and beyond borders.

our focus will be on the print medium used around the globe 
in the early modern period: the woodcut. we will begin by thinking 
about technique and agency, asking how the same basic technology 
of printing from carving raised lines in a piece of wood was adapted 
for local contexts and uses. what clues can be detected in the printed 
work that are part of this record of selection and adaptation? who 
were the contributors to the printed image and how was this author-
ship represented? we will also think about the limits and benefits of 
using this medium. why, for example, did the woodcut remain the 
preferred medium for printing text in some locales while in others 
movable type became the standard? How was color incorporated into 
printing and why? what was necessary for other materials, beyond 
the woodblock, for this medium to flourish?

the workshop will include opportunities to develop handling skills 
for a variety of media. it will also include modern copies that chal-
lenge our ability to determine the difference between a period work 
and its reproduction. there will be lots of looking and hands-on op-
portunities.
Workshop sponsored by the Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare Books 
and Manuscripts, University of Pennsylvania.

*All conference participants who will be visiting Penn’s Van Pelt-dietrich library 
Center will need to provide identification, either in the form of a driver’s license or 
passport, to enter the building. 
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Workshop 2: 

The Shape of the Book
Location: Penn, kislak Center, room 627*

limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
Instructors: Paul needham (Princeton university) & will noel 

(university of Pennsylvania)

this workshop will discuss the importance of paper size and format 
in understanding the book, whether in script or print. taking the 
fifteenth-century book as our case study, we will demonstrate the 
64 possible sizes and shapes of books made of paper in the fifteenth 
century. we will instruct people how to recognize sizes and formats 
for this period, and will introduce them to a tool that will help 
participants diagnose the size and formats of books that they will 
examine themselves. the workshop will also discuss the size and shape 
of fifteenth-century single sheets, whether manuscript, printed, or 
drawn. in addition, we will explore the sizes and formats of parch-
ment books. Participants specializing in books from other periods and 
regions are welcome.
Workshop sponsored by the Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare Books 
and Manuscripts, University of Pennsylvania.

Workshop 3: 

20 Good Questions to Ask Your Manuscript 
Location: Penn, kislak Center, room 625*

limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
Instructor: Heather wolfe (folger shakespeare library)

this workshop will introduce participants to the essential questions 
you need to keep in mind when researching a manuscript from any 
time period and place. After speed-dating several physical and digitized 
manuscripts from the kislak Center, we will discuss the strengths and 
limitations of basing our research on each format, and will develop ad-
ditional questions to ask of manuscripts depending on their date and 
place of production, genre, and substrate. A bibliography will be devel-
oped based on the interests of the participants. Please bring laptops.
Workshop sponsored by the Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare Books 
and Manuscripts, University of Pennsylvania.
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Pop-up Session 1: 

Critical Bibliography and Social Justice
Location: American Philosophical society, benjamin franklin Hall
Moderator: Caroline wigginton (university of Mississippi)
Speakers: Melissa Adler (western university), rhae lynn barnes (uni-

versity of southern California; Princeton university), Alex Galarza 
(Haverford College), Chris Hunter (California institute of technolo-
gy), dorothy kim (Vassar College), Priyasha Mukhopadhyay (Harvard 
university) & Clare Mullaney (university of Pennsylvania)

this roundtable examines bibliography’s relationship to colonial-
ism and imperialism and its obligation to social justice. How should 
bibliography among the disciplines be explicating and responding to 
the histories of inequality and violence that are inextricably a part of 
the shape and content of our museums, universities, and libraries—the 
institutions that we work for and rely on? How can and should an 
ethos of social justice structure our teaching, our research, and our 
public scholarship? speakers will represent a range of disciplines and 
institutions. we hope that the discussion will prompt active participa-
tion from the audience.
Session sponsored by the American Philosophical Society.

thursday 3:30–4:00pm

Beverage Break
chf location: Café, 2nd floor
penn location: Moelis terrace, 6th floor, Van Pelt-dietrich library
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thursday 4:00–5:30pm

ConCurrent session ii
Chemical Heritage foundation, kislak Center (Penn)    
& Philadelphia Museum of Art

Working Group 1: 

Color Printing & the Global Eighteenth Century 
Location: Philadelphia Museum of Art, Print room

limited to members of working group and pre-approved auditors.
see description above.

Working Group 2: 

Globalizing Book History & Bibliography 
Location: CHf franklin ii

limited to members of working group.
see description above.

Working Group 3: 

Resembling Science: The Unruly Object Across the Disciplines
Location: CHf Haas

limited to members of working group and pre-approved auditors.
see description above.
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Workshop 4: 

Trade and Publishers’ Bookbindings in the Atlantic World 
Location: Penn, kislak Center, room 627*

limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
Instructor: James n. Green (library Company of Philadelphia)

this workshop will examine the different styles, materials, and struc-
tures used in bookbindings commissioned by booksellers and publish-
ers in Great britain and north America from about 1690 to 1860. it 
is intended to help bibliographers, catalogers, booksellers, and collec-
tors distinguish original bindings from bespoke bindings and from 
later rebindings, and to consider appropriate terminology for their 
description. we will also discuss such questions as: when books were 
bound in the course of their progress from printer to bookseller to 
customer, and how that varied over time and in different places; when 
the practice of edition binding began, and how to define it; and what 
were the origins of cloth case binding. we will also consider the circu-
lation of unbound or partially bound books and pamphlets. Handouts 
will include reproductions of the various kinds of archival sources 
that are pertinent to these questions. standard sources on the history 
of bookbinding and book design will be discussed and available for 
inspection, but the emphasis of the workshop will be on what they can 
tell us about the history of publishing, bookselling, and reading. Par-
ticipants will have the opportunity to look closely at a wide variety of 
bindings from the collections of the university of Pennsylvania and 
the library Company of Philadelphia. An assortment of bookbinding 
tools and equipment and some instructional sample bindings made by 
library Company conservator Jennifer rosner will also be on hand.

Workshop sponsored by the Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare Books 
and Manuscripts, University of Pennsylvania.
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Workshop 5: 

Textual Mobilities: Words, Languages, Books, and Colonial 
Encounters
Location: Penn, kislak Center, room 625*
limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
Instructor: John Pollack (university of Pennsylvania)

this seminar draws upon themes addressed in the 2016 rbs course 
“textual Mobilities: works, books, & reading across early Modern 
europe” (taught by roger Chartier and John Pollack). our session will 
focus on words, vocabularies, dialogues, dictionaries, grammars, and 
other forms that circulated in europe and the Americas in the wake of 
1492. taking for our case study the languages of the native peoples of 
the Americas as they circulated into and around european languages, 
we will explore highly contested terms like “cannibal,” whose origin 
can be traced to this moment. More generally, we will discuss how bib-
liographical methods and analytical approaches can help us study the 
movements of languages and their speakers across and beyond borders. 
kislak Center collections will be examined, and seminar participants 
are encouraged to share their own research on related questions, in-
cluding work on based on other regions and periods.

Workshop sponsored by the Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare Books 
and Manuscripts, University of Pennsylvania.
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Workshop 6: 

Building Digital Tools for Bibliographical Analysis 
Location: Penn, kislak Center, Vitale Media lab, room 623*
limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
Instructor: dot Porter (university of Pennsylvania)

 in this workshop, we will discuss how to build tools that use technolo-
gy to aid bibliographical analysis. we will begin by looking at a variety 
of materials in different formats and from a range of periods, and we 
will talk about what aspects of their physicality we might be able to 
uncover or evaluate using digital technologies. the materials we will 
use will depend to some extent on the interests of the group, but our 
initial plan is to include an early western codex, a non-european codex, 
a scroll from europe, a scroll from thailand, an early printed book, 
a collection of handwritten letters, and a modern artist’s book. next, 
we will look at a number of existing tools and methods, focusing on 
how their functionality assists with different aspects of bibliographical 
analysis. As a group or in teams (depending on the size of the work-
shop) we will brainstorm a new tool.

 Workshop sponsored by the Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare Books 
and Manuscripts, University of Pennsylvania.

5:45–7:00pm

Welcome Reception 
kislak Center for special Collections, rare books and Manuscripts 

(Penn)*
Location: Moelis terrace, 6th floor, Van Pelt-dietrich library
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friday · 13 oCtoBer · 7:30am–1:00pm 

Conference Registration
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: CHf Main lobby/Vestibule

7:30–8:15am 

Continental Breakfast
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: CHf east Hall

8:15–8:30am

Welcome & Opening Remarks
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: CHf ullyot

rare book school director Michael f. suarez, s.J. (university of 
Virginia)
Conference Co-chairs barbara Heritage (Associate director, rbs) & 
donna sy (Mellon society Administrative director, rbs)

8:30–10:00am

Plenary Session I: 

Historicizing Critical Bibliography
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: CHf ullyot
Plenary Speakers: 
 françois déroche “from one Giant to Another: bio-bibliographical 

Practice in the islamic world (10th–17th Centuries)”
 Anthony Grafton “bio-bibliography in early Modern europe: 

towards a History of Practice”
Respondents: Vera keller & yael rice
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 this session explores the various ways books and manuscripts have 
been described, categorized, and conceptualized in the islamic world 
(with emphasis on the early period) and in europe (15th–18th cen-
tury). it asks such questions as, what counted as a book? why, where, 
and how were books and scripts described? How did the purposes 
and categories of description direct attention to various features of the 
book? what were the points of contact, if any, among the methods of 
analysis developed for european and islamicate materials? And finally, 
what questions might the varying histories of bibliography raise for 
our own bibliographical practice?

frAnçois déroCHe is currently Professor 
at the Collège de france in Paris, teaching His-
tory of the Qur’an. He is a specialist of Arabic 
manuscripts, with a special interest for the history 
of the written transmission of the Qur’an and 
the history of the book in the islamic world. He 
has been a member of the bibliothèque nationale 
staff, then of the french institute in istanbul 
before joining the ecole pratique des hautes études. He has published 
on codicology (with other contributors, Islamic codicology. An introduc-
tion to the study of manuscripts in Arabic script, 2006) and early Qur’anic 
manuscripts (La transmission écrite du Coran dans les débuts de l’islam. Le 
codex Parisino-petropolitanus, 2009; Qur’ans of the Umayyads, 2014). fran-
çois déroche is the Pi of the siCle project on saadian intellectual and 
cultural life (erC 670628).

AntHony GrAfton’s interests lie in the cul-
tural history of renaissance europe, the history 
of books and readers, the history of scholarship 
and education in the west from Antiquity to 
the 19th century, and the history of science from 
Antiquity to the renaissance. Anthony Grafton 
is the author of ten books and the coauthor, 
editor, coeditor, or translator of nine others. He 
has received a Guggenheim fellowship (1989), the los Angeles times 
book Prize (1993), the balzan Prize for History of Humanities (2002), 
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and the Mellon foundation’s distinguished Achievement Award 
(2003), and is a member of the American Philosophical society and 
the british Academy. in 2011, he served as President of the American 
Historical Association. At Princeton, he is the Henry Putnam univer-
sity Professor of History.

VerA keller is Associate Professor of History 
at the robert d. Clark Honors College, univer-
sity of oregon. the author of knowledge and 
the Public interest, 1575-1725 (Cambridge, 2015) 
and over twenty articles and essays, keller has 
edited three journal special issues, most recently 
on critical bibliography. with elizabeth yale and 
Anna Marie roos, she is co-editing Archival After-
lives: Life, Death, and Knowledge-Making in Early Modern British Scientific 
and Medical Archives (brill, forthcoming).  she serves on the boards of 
Lias and Nuncius and is launching a series with Markus friedrich and 
Christine von oertzen, Cultures and Practices of Knowledge in History  
(de Gruyter). keller has received the outstanding early Career Award 
(university of oregon), the ryskamp research fellowship (ACls), 
and is a member of the Andrew w. Mellon fellowship of scholars in 
Critical bibliography at rare book school.

yAel riCe is Assistant Professor of the History 
of Art and Asian languages and Civilizations 
at Amherst College. she specializes in the art 
and architecture of south Asia and Greater iran, 
with a particular focus on manuscripts and other 
portable arts of the fifteenth through eighteenth 
centuries. in addition to preparing a monograph 
on Mughal manuscript painting and painters of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, she is co-editing with benja-
min Anderson a volume on the genealogy of the talisman (university 
of oxford Press, forthcoming). Her work has been supported by 
fellowships from the samuel H. kress foundation, the social science 
research Council, the Getty foundation, and the Andrew w. Mellon 
fellowship of scholars in Critical bibliography at rare book school. 
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friday 10:00–10:45am

Beverage Break 
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: CHf east Hall

10:45am–12:15pm

ConCurrent SeSSion iii

Chemical Heritage foundation

Paper Session 1: 

Graphic Representation: Illustration & Diagrams
Location: CHf ullyot north 
Session Organizer: Claire eager (university of Virginia)
Moderator: Michael sappol (independent scholar, swedish Colle-

gium for Advanced study)
q Holly borham (Princeton university)
“itinerant images: Crossing boundaries of Confession, Geography, 
and Media in early Modern Germany”
q Michael Patrick kuczynski (tulane university)
“imaging Monasticism: the st. Gall Plan as a Meditative object”
q Meekyung MacMurdie (university of Chicago)
“Proven recipes: text, image, and diagram in Arabic Medical Manu-
scripts”
q fabienne Moore (university of oregon)
“Gustave doré’s Histoire de la Sainte Russie (1854): the invention of 
Graphic rhetoric or the Artist At war”

Paper Session 2: 

Textual Instruments
Location: CHf ullyot south
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Session Organizer: nick wilding (Georgia state university)
Moderator: Ann blair (Carl H. Pforzheimer university Professor of 

History and director of undergraduate studies, Harvard university)
 q ivana Horacek (university of Minnesota)
 “instrumental images and Gifts of knowledge: stars, books, and 

instruments”
 q Jennifer nelson (school of the Art institute of Chicago)
 “basilischco, elifanntto, tiruno: the Holzschuher war Machines 

revisited”
 q suzanne karr schmidt (the newberry)
 “Making time and space: Collecting early Modern Printed instru-

ments”
 q e.r.truitt (bryn Mawr College)
 “the necessity of invention: roger bacon’s speculative technology”

Roundtable 1: 

Hands-on Demonstration: Learning to Read Paper Without the Text 
Location: CHf franklin ii
Session Presenter: timothy barrett (university of iowa)

 what can the paper alone tell us, without attention to the written or 
printed text, without watermark evidence even? what does the sheet 
alone have to say?

university of iowa paper specialist and MacArthur fellow timothy 
barrett will offer a special live papermaking demonstration, Power-
Point presentation, and extended open discussion during which he 
will make the case that attention to various characteristics of the paper 
itself can provide clues about the papermakers’ skill level and thus the 
quality and relative price of the finished sheet. this “reading” in turn 
may prove helpful to the scholar eager to learn what she or he can 
about intended audience for the finished book, or for the intended 
message in the written letter or manuscript.
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Short Presentations 1: 

Tools for Data Analysis & Visualization 
Location: CHf franklin i
Session Organizer: ryan Cordell (northeastern university)
Moderator: Meredith l. McGill (Associate Professor of english, rut-

gers university)
 q kathryn desplanque (duke university)
 “Accountable note-taking: Qualitative data Analysis software as an 

Augmented Personal research tool”
 q Alessandra Panzanelli fratoni (university of oxford, the british 

library) & Matilde Malaspina (university of oxford, lincoln Col-
lege)

 “Visual recognition, image-matching and digital Annotation: early 
Printed book illustrations within the 15cBOOKTRADE Project”

 q elyse Graham (the state university of new york, stony brook 
university)

 “database thinking and deep description: designing a digital Ar-
chive of the national synchrotron light source (nsls)”

 q rebecca Hankins (texas A&M university)
 “A Catalyst for social Activism: the digital black bibliographic Proj-

ect at texas A&M university”
 q dot Porter (university of Pennsylvania)
 “VisColl: Visualizing the Physical structure of Medieval Manuscripts”

Working Group 1: 

Color Printing & the Global Eighteenth Century
Location: CHf Haas
 this session is open to conference participants.
 see description above.
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Workshop 7: 

The Business of Publishing: Reading Financial Records as a 
Source for the History of the Book 
Location: CHf Garden ii
 limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
Instructor: Michael winship (the university of texas at Austin)

this workshop will introduce participants to the use and interpreta-
tion of publishers’ and book trade archives and other records as a 
source for the study of the creation, production, distribution, and re-
ception of books and other printed materials. Although the focus will 
be on American publishing from the colonial period to the twentieth 
century, british practice may also be addressed if students desire. the 
workshop is chiefly aimed at scholars who are engaged in book histori-
cal research, but will also be of use to librarians, collectors, and others 
whose interests or responsibilities would benefit from an understand-
ing and knowledge of the archives and records that document the 
history of American and british book production and publishing.

friday 12:15–1:45pm 

Lunch Break 
see the dining guide located at the back of this conference program.

12:30–1:30pm

Pop-up Session 2: 

Critical Bibliography and Social Justice: Research Strategies 
Exchange
Location: CHf Haas
Facilitator: Hwisang Cho (Xavier university)
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A lunch session for sharing critical bibliography research strategies 
and approaches that attend to questions of social justice. Attendees 
can come prepared to speak briefly about their own methods, can 
come with questions, or can come simply to listen. All researchers—
including those from libraries, museums, and academic departments—
are welcome.

lunch provided for pre-registered participants.

Session sponsored by the Grolier Club (New York).

friday 1:45–3:15pm

ConCurrent SeSSion iV

Chemical Heritage foundation

Paper Session 3: 

Questions of Scale, Production & Labor 
Location: CHf ullyot north
Session Organizer: Juliet sperling (university of Pennsylvania)
Moderator: suzanne karr schmidt (George Amos Poole iii Curator 

of rare books and Manuscripts, the newberry)
 q Megan Cook (Colby College)
 “Craven ord’s brass rubbings: size, scope, and scale in Antiquarian 

Practice”
 q will Hansen (the newberry)
 “extra-illustrated editions: the Case of irving’s Life of George Washing-

ton, 1889”
 q lauren williams (university of toronto)
 “uncovering the saint Cuthbert Gospel binding”

Paper Session 4: 

Transmission & Transfer of Images 
Location: CHf ullyot south
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Session Organizer: Aaron M. Hyman ( Johns Hopkins university)
Moderator: kathryn rudy (director of research, school of Art His-

tory, university of st. Andrews)
 q david A. brewer (ohio state university)
 “Copies, transfers, and excerpts; or, How i learned to stop worrying 

and love the derivative”
 q elizabeth bacon eager (southern Methodist university)
 “John Jenkins’s ingenious Mechanics: the Visual and Physical Con-

struction of Authorship in early America”
 q roger Gaskell (roger Gaskell rare books)
 “newton and Cotes; london and Cambridge”

Roundtable 2: 

Performance, Textuality & Orality 
Location: CHf franklin ii
Session Organizer: Glenda Goodman (university of Pennsylvania)
Moderator: kate van orden (dwight P. robinson Jr. Professor of 

Music, Harvard university)
 q bethany Cencer (Crane school of Music, state university of new 

york at Potsdam)
 “imagining Aurality in smart’s Vocal Pocket Companion”
 q Andrew ferguson (university of Virginia)
 “Catching them All: Videogame Performance and the bibliography 

of Play”
 q leslie Gay, Jr. (university of tennessee)
 “shadows of black and white: Materialities and Medialities in May 

irwin’s ‘frog song’”
 q laura Helton (Pennsylvania state university)
 “the bibliographical Afterlives of ‘unwritten Histories’”
 q Jesse karlsberg (emory university)
 “surfacing race, Place, and Modernity in the Performance of shape-

note Musical texts through an ethnobibliographical Approach”
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Short Presentations 2: 

Innovative Pedagogy with Material Objects 
Location: CHf franklin i
Session Organizer: elizabeth yale (university of iowa)
Moderator: Michael f. suarez, s.J. (director, rare book school; Pro-

fessor of english, university Professor, Hon. Curator of special Col-
lections, university of Virginia)
q rhae lynn barnes (university of southern California; Princeton 
university) & stephanie elizabeth beck Cohen (indiana university)
“stitched Histories of Government & Grief: teaching Quilts as texts 
in the black transatlantic”
q kyle dugdale (yale school of Architecture)
“bibliographical Architectures”
q Adam Hooks (university of iowa)
“How does it work and why is it Here? teaching text as technology”
q rebecca wingfield (stanford university)
“Hearing the Voices of the Past: teaching with Audio recordings of 
Allen Ginsberg’s ‘Howl’”

Working Group 3: 

Resembling Science: The Unruly Object Across the Disciplines 
Location: CHf Haas

 limited to members of working group and pre-approved auditors.
 see description above.
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Workshop 8: 

Texting: Selected Bibliographical Approaches to Printing Types 
and Typography 
Location: CHf Garden ii
 limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
Instructor: david whitesell (university of Virginia)

 this workshop offers an introduction to: 1) the diversity of typo-
graphical material available to printers during the hand-press period, 
2) selected bibliographical methods for analyzing printing types and 
typographical features, and 3) ways of applying insights derived from 
these methods to broader questions. topics may include the concept 
of type font; compiling type synopses; the recurrence within a publi-
cation of damaged type sorts; spacing material and bearer type; and 
non-textual fonts and ornaments. Macro-bibliographical approaches 
will also be covered, e.g., tracing changes in typographical features 
over time, and the use of typographical features to localize and date 
unidentified or false imprints. Hands-on exercises will include: 1) 
identifying and evaluating the font used to set a 17th-century english 
imprint, and 2) identifying the likely place of printing of a hand-press 
period book bearing a false imprint.

friday 3:15–3:45pm

Beverage Break
Chemical Heritage foundation
Location: CHf east Hall

friday 3:45–5:15pm 

ConCurrent SeSSion V

Chemical Heritage foundation & free library of Philadelphia
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Paper Session 5: 

Degradation, Loss, Recovery & Fragmentation
Location: CHf ullyot north
Session Organizer: Jane raisch (university of york)
Moderator: Arthur bahr (Associate Professor of literature, Massa-

chusetts institute of technology)
q niv Allon (Metropolitan Museum of Art)
“Gem wesh (found missing): representing Ancient fragmentary texts 
and their lacunae”
q kristopher driggers (university of Chicago)
“Manuscript Alteration and stylistic evolution: why Codex durán 
kept its Changes Visible”
q Megan Heffernan (dePaul university)
“‘filthy, tattered, and torn’: disbound Manuscripts and the History 
of waste”
q Clare Mullaney (university of Pennsylvania)
“dickinson’s fragments: limitation, Constraint, and an early History 
of Print disability”

Paper Session 6: 

Materiality of Digital Objects 
Location: CHf ullyot south
Session Organizer: ryan Cordell (northeastern university)
Moderator: Matthew G. kirschenbaum (Professor, department of 

english, university of Maryland)
q Meaghan brown (folger shakespeare library) & Jessica otis (Carn-
egie Mellon university library)

“name that book: identifying digital objects during research and 
discovery”
q Alan Galey (university of toronto)
“bibliography for a used future: what bibliographical Methods Can 
teach us About digital Artifacts (and Vice Versa)”
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q rieke Jordan (Goethe-universität frankfurt am Main)
“the Analog/digital file”

Roundtable 3: 

Authorship 
Location: CHf franklin ii
Session Organizers: András kiséry (the City College of new york, 

Cuny) & Caroline wigginton (university of Mississippi)
Moderator: Matt Cohen (Associate Professor of english, university 

of nebraska-lincoln)
q katy Chiles (university of tennessee)
“Alternative black Authorship”
q sonja drimmer (university of Massachusetts, Amherst)
“undeciding the Author in the illuminated Manuscript of Middle 
english Verse”
q Molly des Jardin (university of Pennsylvania)
“rethinking the oeuvre: Modern Japanese Periodicals as Corporate 
Authors”
q Zachary lesser (university of Pennsylvania)
“shakespeare as Author and Apocrypha”
q Michelle levy (simon fraser university) & kandice sharren (si-
mon fraser university)

“beyond Authorship: Professional networks and the women’s Print 
History Project”
q Chad wellmon (university of Virginia)
“Print and the invention of Philosophy Around 1800”

Short Presentations 3: 

Hands-on Demonstration: Teaching with Stuff: Building Biblio-
graphical Collections at Rare Book School with Limited (or No) 
Financial Resources; or, Necessity Is the Mother of Invention
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Location: CHf franklin i
Session Presenter: terry belanger (founding director of rare book 

school), with barbara Heritage (rare book school)

teaching bibliography requires intensive hands-on work with books 
as physical objects and other various print-related artifacts. At the 
same time, resources at many institutions are limited for this kind of 
pedagogy. in this hands-on presentation session, rare book school’s 
founding director, terry belanger, will draw on his extensive work 
in forming rbs’s teaching collections to discuss practical, low-cost 
solutions for teaching bibliography in a classroom setting. drawing 
on examples from rbs’s collections with the assistance of the school’s 
Curator, barbara Heritage, belanger will discuss and demonstrate a 
variety of approaches to building teaching collections and kits. the 
session will conclude with an extended Q&A period. 

Working Group 2: 

Globalizing Book History & Bibliography 
Location: CHf Haas
 limited to members of working group. 
 see description above.

Workshop 9: 

Strategies of Integration: Text and Image in Wood, Metal, and 
Stone 
Location: CHf Garden i
 limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
Instructor: roger Gaskell (roger Gaskell rare books)

the relationship between text and image is an aspect of book design 
of huge significance in almost all kinds of books. whether we are con-
cerned with devotional texts, emblems and alchemy, science, medicine, 
natural history, travel, imaginative, or technical literature, the ways 
that text and image work together to make meaning is dependent on 
the technical possibilities of printing from wood, metal, and stone.
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Considering the choices made by authors/publishers/printers in 
putting books together, the ways that they worked with, or against the 
available technologies, we can learn how the relationship between text 
and image was understood in the time when the books were produced. 
bookmakers went to considerable trouble and expense to bring text 
and image together in various ways, yet we rarely now read them to-
gether as a single entity. Participants will look at a range of books from 
the sixteenth to the nineteenth centuries alongside examples of wood-
blocks, copperplates, and lithographic stones. we will ask not only how 
the books were made, but why in each context the particular methods 
of printing and integration were chosen and what this tells us about 
the intentions of the bookmakers and their anticipated audience.

Workshop 15: 

The Business of Publishing: Reading Financial Records as a 
Source for the History of the Book (II) 
Location: CHf Garden ii

limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
see description above.

Workshop 10: 

Basic Identification and Description of Bookbindings 
Location: free library of Philadelphia, Conference room 405/406
 limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
Instructor: Jan storm van leeuwen (independent scholar)

this workshop will introduce participants to the basic principles of de-
scribing bookbindings, including key terminology essential to the field. 
the workshop will focus on the most important bookbinding materi-
als and techniques that have been used historically and used at present, 
and will help the participants in recognizing them. they will be able to 
test their knowledge with bindings from the rich holdings of the free 
library of Philadelphia.

Workshop sponsored by the Bibliographical Society of the University of Vir-
ginia and the Free Library of Philadelphia.
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friday 5:30–7:00pm

Evening Reception
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: CHf Museum & dow Public square/Jacobs reading room

CHf Museum exhibitions free and open to all conference participants.

Making Modernity, the Arnold o. beckman permanent exhibition, 
will show you how chemistry has touched our lives—frequently in 
unexpected ways. Visitors can trace scientific progress in the labora-
tory, the factory, and their homes and learn how chemistry created 
and continues to shape the modern world.
drawn from CHf’s world-class collections, Making Modernity 
includes scientific instruments and apparatus, rare books, fine art, 
and the personal papers of prominent scientists. topics range from 
alchemy, synthetics, and the chemical-instrument revolution to chem-
istry education, electrochemistry, chemistry sets, and the science of 
color. no matter how much or how little you know about chemistry, 
Making Modernity will give you a new perspective on the everyday 
objects around you.

Things Fall Apart. if nothing lasts forever, how and why do we save 
what we save? everything falls apart: compounds break down, solids 
crumble, surfaces rust. we’re surrounded by constant change as we 
reclaim, reuse, or reimagine our material environment. yet decay is 
also connected to our hopes for the future and our understanding of 
the past. our impulse to protect treasured objects is a desire to hold 
onto the stories they tell. but whose stories survive? this exhibition 
and walking tour explore the life and afterlife of things—and why we 
fight to preserve them.
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friday 7:00pm

Optional Dinner Meet-up 
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: Conference registration table in CHf Vestibule/lobby 

eager to form more bibliographical community? Meet up with other 
conference-goers after the reception for dinner at a restaurant of your 
choosing.

saturday · 14 oCtoBer · 7:30–8:30am

Continental Breakfast
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: CHf east Hall

8:30–10:00am

ConCurrent SeSSion Vi

Chemical Heritage foundation

Paper Session 7: 

The Social Life of Books: Uses of Text & Image Beyond Reading 
& Viewing 
Location: CHf ullyot north
Session Organizers: Aaron M. Hyman ( Johns Hopkins university), 

Hannah Marcus (Harvard university) & Marissa nicosia (Penn state 
university, Abington College)

Moderator: leah Price (francis lee Higginson Professor of english 
literature, Harvard university)
q Melissa reynolds (rutgers university)
“Consuming the word: late Medieval Medical Charms and the Cura-
tive Power of writing”
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q kathryn rudy (university of st. Andrews)
“touching skin: why Medieval readers rubbed and kissed their 
Manuscripts”
q fan wang (university of Massachusetts, Amherst)
“the uses, Abuses, and Misuses of books in early Modern China”

Paper Session 8: 

Books as Agents of Contact
Location: CHf ullyot south
Session Organizers: Hansun Hsiung (Max Planck institute for the 

History of science), András kiséry (the City College of new york) 
& yael rice (Amherst College)

Moderator: isabel Hofmeyr (Professor of African literature, uni-
versity of the witwatersrand, Johannesburg; Global distinguished 
Professor of english, new york university)
q John r. blakinger (university of southern California)
“the book as Agent of interstellar Contact: the Voyager record/the 
echostar XVi Artifact”
q david Mervart (universidad Autónoma de Madrid, spain)
“A kyūshū warlord’s favorite french Anthology: the Many lives of 
a text”
q Priyasha Mukhopadhyay (Harvard university)
“Plagiarism as Cultural Contact: the Case of the theosophical society”

Roundtable 4: 

Digitization, Representation & Access 
Location: CHf franklin ii
Session Organizers: Paul fyfe (north Carolina state university) & 

sonia Hazard (franklin & Marshall College)
Moderator: rebecca Hankins (Associate Professor and Archivist/

librarian of Africana studies and women’s & Gender studies, texas 
A&M university)
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q dan blim (denison university)
“the Complete Package: reissuing Albums, reshaping Histories”
q eleanor Jane reeds (university of Connecticut)
“digitizing the Corpus: responsible representations of female bodies 
in literary Archives”
q Charles r. welsko (west Virginia university)
“raising the buried Voices: nineteenth-Century African-Americans 
and digital Archives”
q sarah werner (rockville, Md)
“Collaborating for an Accessible Past”

Short Presentations 4: 

Teaching Global Book History 
Location: CHf franklin i 
Session Organizers: devin fitzgerald (Harvard university) & ben 

nourse (university of denver)
Moderator: Joseph Howley (Associate Professor of Classics, 

Columbia university)
q devin fitzgerald (Harvard university)
“stone, wood, Copper, lead: the Multimedial Adventures of the 
Xi’an nestorian stele in the 17th Century world” 
q Chris Hunter (California institute of technology)
“the American instructor: teaching Minds and Hands in Colonial 
America”
q florence C. Hsia & robin rider (university of wisconsin, 
Madison)
“traduttore, traditore: what’s in a translation?”
q brian C. keene ( J. Paul Getty Museum and Courtauld institute of 
Art)
“Manuscripts and the Global Middle Ages”
q Holly shaffer (brown university)
“edward Moor’s The Hindu Pantheon (1810)”
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Working Group 1: 

Color Printing & the Global Eighteenth Century 
Location: CHf Haas

 this session is open to conference participants.
 see description above.

Workshop 11: 

Identification and Description of Paper 
Location: CHf Garden ii
 limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
Instructor: John bidwell (the Morgan library & Museum)

this workshop will present a summary overview of techniques 
bibliographers have used to describe paper in the handpress period. 
Participants will learn some of the traditional terms indicating size, 
quality, handling properties, and surface characteristics. they will 
examine complete sheets of early paper to see how those terms can 
be applied. the specimen sheets will be mainly writing, drawing, and 
ledger papers made in england and france between the seventeenth 
and nineteen centuries.

there will be a short discussion of different methods of recording 
watermarks for the purpose of dating, localizing, and authenticating 
books and manuscripts. significant developments in this field will be 
noted with case studies such as Allan stevenson’s The Problem of the 
Missale Speciale. Participants will compare different types of water-
mark dictionaries, including standard reference works by briquet and 
Heawood and national histories with watermark supplements, such as 
Henk Voorn’s history of papermaking in Holland and Alfred shorter’s 
directory of english paper mills up to 1800. these books, some in mul-
tiple copies, will be available for hands-on inspection. the session will 
conclude with a watermark identification exercise, an opportunity to 
test the operating principles of watermark dictionaries by using them 
to identify paper samples in the rare book school collection.

 Workshop sponsored by the Bibliographical Society of the University of Virginia.
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Workshop 13: 

Strategies of Integration: Text and Image in Wood, Metal, and 
Stone (II) 
Location: CHf Garden i
 limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
 see description above.

saturday 10:00–10:45am

Beverage Break
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: CHf east Hall

10:45am–12:15pm

ConCurrent SeSSion Vii

Chemical Heritage foundation

Paper Session 9: 

Manuscript in the Age of Print
Location: CHf ullyot north
Session Organizers: rachael king (university of California, santa 

barbara) & Marissa nicosia (Penn state university, Abington College)
Moderator: Margaret J.M. ezell (distinguished Professor of english and 

John and sara lindsey Chair of liberal Arts, texas A&M university)
q Mimi ensley (university of notre dame)
“Manuscript, romance, and the Visual language of Print”
q emily friedman (Auburn university)
“Manuscripts and Metadata: taxonomizing Manuscript fiction in the 
Age of Print”
q samyak Ghosh (Columbia university)
“the Past in the scriptorium: Manuscripts, Print, and literacy in 
Colonial northeast india”
q Alex Hidalgo (texas Christian university)
“bicephalous between the Pages”

sC
H

e
d

u
l

e



48

Paper Session 10: 

Reading the Whole Book: Object Interpretation 
Location: CHf ullyot south
Session Organizers: lauren Jennings (university of north Carolina 

at Chapel Hill) & elizaveta strakhov (Marquette university)
Moderator: stephen nichols (Professor emeritus and research Pro-

fessor; James M. beall Professor emeritus of french and Humanities, 
Johns Hopkins university)
q ellen Handy (the City College of new york, Cuny)
“the Art of ethnography in Photogravure: reading Julia Peterkin and 
doris ullmann’s Roll, Jordan, Roll in Material terms”
q sarah Peters kernan (independent scholar)
“reading the whole book: Cookbooks in late Medieval english 
Professional Manuscripts”
q douglas Mark klahr (university of texas at Arlington)
“Ambiguous Containers of Propaganda: Paradoxes of nazi stereo-
scopic Photo books”
q tara lyons (illinois state university)
“reading the whole Play Collection: seneca beyond the Commonplace”

Roundtable 5: 

Materiality as a Sustainable Humanistic Discourse 
Location: CHf franklin ii
Session Organizers: dahlia Porter (university of Glasgow)   

& elizabeth yale (university of iowa)
Moderator: Heather wolfe (Curator of Manuscripts,   

folger shakespeare library)
q erika Mary boeckeler (northeastern university)
“the linguistic biases of descriptive bibliography”
q raina Joines (university of north texas)
“the scholar’s Art:  Making & Mining Material Artifacts”
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q robert riter (university of Alabama)
“engaging and representing scientific data through book Art”
q todd Victor samuelson (university of utah)
“lexical substrate: the Materiality of language in the History of the 
book”
q leslie smith (winston-salem, nC)
“from wonder to new Artwork”
q simran thadani (san francisco, CA)
“rare books beyond the ivory tower”

Short Presentations 5: 

Dynamics of Digital Collections 
Location: CHf franklin i
Session Organizer: Paul fyfe (north Carolina state university) & 

Zachary Hines (the university of texas at Austin)
Moderator: Alex Gil (digital scholarship Coordinator, Humanities 

and History division, Columbia university libraries)
q lindsay diCuirci (university of Maryland) & Molly Hardy 
(American Antiquarian society)
“serials Cataloging and Alternative Access in the Classroom, or the 
Making of Mill Girls in nineteenth-Century Print”
q fenella france (library of Congress)
“the digital Cultural object: new digital layers for document and 
object Archaeology”
q Margaret Hagerty Gamm (university of iowa)
“the Global Manuscript and the digital boutique”
q Jessica savage (Princeton university)
“dynamics of a digital Art History Collection: index of Christian Art 
2.0”
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Working Group 2: 

Globalizing Book History & Bibliography 
Location: CHf Haas
limited to members of working group. 
see description above.

Workshop 14: 

Identification and Description of Paper (II) 
Location: CHf Garden ii
limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
see description above.

saturday 12:15–1:45pm 

Lunch Break 
see the dining guide located at the back of this conference program.

12:30–1:30pm

Pop-up Session 3: 

Critical Bibliography and Social Justice: Pedagogy Strategies 
Exchange 
Location: CHf Haas
Facilitators: rhae lynn barnes (university of southern California; 

Princeton university) & Megan Mcnamee (Center for Advanced 
study in the Visual Arts)

A lunch session for sharing critical bibliography teaching strategies 
and approaches that attend to questions of social justice. Attendees can 
come prepared to speak briefly about their own methods, can come 
with questions, or can come simply to listen. teachers and educators 
from all fields are welcome.

lunch provided for pre-registered participants.

Session sponsored by the Grolier Club (New York).
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saturday 1:45–3:15pm 

ConCurrent SeSSion Viii

Chemical Heritage foundation

Paper Session 11: 

Comparative Histories of the Book 
Location: CHf ullyot north
Session Organizers: Megan Mcnamee (Center for Advanced study 

in the Visual Arts) & Caroline wigginton (university of Mississippi)
Moderator: will noel (director of the kislak Center for special Col-

lections, rare books and Manuscripts and director of the schoen-
berg institute for Manuscript studies, university of Pennsylvania)
q Melissa Adler (western university – london)
“A book is being Cataloged”
q Paul dilley (university of iowa)
“Cultural and textual exchanges: the Manuscript Across Pre-Mod-
ern eurasia”
q Amy Holmes-tagchungdarpa (occidental College)
“decentering Himalayan buddhist book History: the influence of 
location and Peripherality in the Creation of innovations in book 
technology”
q birgit brander rasmussen (binghamton university)
“from History of the book to History of the Awikighan: A native 
American studies Approach to Comparative book History”

Paper Session 12: 

Reappraising the Redundant: The Value of Copies in the Study of 
Textual Artifacts 
Location: CHf ullyot south
Session Organizer: katherine Mintie (dePauw university)
Moderator: david whitesell (Curator, Albert and shirley small 

special Collections library, university of Virginia)
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 q kristin Jensen (university of Virginia)
 “discovering unique specimens in Print Collections: lessons from 

book traces @ uVA”
 q Jim kuhn (Harry ransom Center, the university of texas at Aus-

tin)
 “Portraits and Principles in Multiples”
 q Adrienne lundgren (library of Congress)
 “rewards of redundancy: recognizing the research Value of nine-

teenth-Century Photograph Manuals”
 q bryan sinche (university of Hartford)
 “redundancy is the Point: nineteenth Century African American 

literature in Motion”

Roundtable 6: 

Ethics & Responsibility in the Bibliosphere 
Location: CHf franklin ii
Session Organizer: Claire eager (university of Virginia)
Moderator: katherine reagan (Assistant director for Collections 

& ernest l. stern Curator of rare books & Manuscripts, Cornell 
university)
q Jeremy dibbell (rare book school)
“Announcing Major Acquisitions: A responsibility”
q eliza Gilligan (university of Virginia)
“through the fold: Choices in book Conservation and the impact on 
the social History of the book”
q nina Musinsky (Musinsky rare books)
“Artifacts or time Machines? examples from the field”
q elizabeth ott (university of north Carolina at Chapel Hill)
“ethical Collecting in special Collections librarianship”
q todd Pattison (northeast document Conservation Center)
“A Profitable examination: the binding of Six Months in a Convent”
q setsuko yokoyama (university of Maryland, College Park)
“negotiating open Access for All interested Parties”
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Short Presentations 6: 

The Book and Its Time: Developing a ‘Period Eye’ 
Location: CHf franklin i
Session Organizer: Marie-stéphanie delamaire (winterthur Museum)
Moderator: Catharine dann roeber (Assistant Professor of decora-

tive Arts and Material Culture at the winterthur Museum, Garden, 
and library)
q Gabriella Angeloni (university of south Carolina) & Molly bruce 
Patterson (newport Historical society)
“william ellery as reader at the newport Historical society”
q david brewer (ohio state university)
“objects under Pressure”
q brad eden (Valparaiso university)
“the library of Michael H. r. tolkien: A snapshot of twentieth-
Century british Politics and Culture”
q Alea Henle (western new Mexico university)
“books and their Histories: sources survival in Historical scholarship”
q eric Holzenberg (the Grolier Club)
“the Aesthetic Movement in Print & beyond”

Working Group 3: 

Resembling Science: The Unruly Object Across the Disciplines 
Location: CHf Haas

 limited to members of working group and pre-approved auditors.
 see description above.

Workshop 12: 

Editing Among the Disciplines 
Location: CHf Garden i

limited to pre-registered, paid participants.
Instructor: david l. Vander Meulen (university of Virginia)
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this workshop will serve as an introduction to the principles and 
practice of scholarly editing. the emphasis will be on the methodol-
ogy of preparing an edition, either documentary or critical, and on the 
thinking that informs the decisions editors need to make about the 
issues they confront. in pondering how to create new editions, we will 
take into account principles of textual criticism, that is, the study of 
the history of texts and the evaluation of their changes.

we will consider literary and non-literary texts, of different genres 
and eras; published and unpublished materials; and manuscript, 
printed, and electronic sources. the workshop should prove of interest 
for anyone preparing an edition (the lot of most academics at some 
point in their careers), for teachers choosing editions for the classroom, 
and for anyone wishing to understand the nature and reliability of 
the texts they use. it will also help those who wish to understand the 
terminology and concepts of textual scholarship. Additionally, it will 
benefit academics who think about what happens to texts made up 
of words or other visual symbols, in fields as diverse as law, religion, 
literature, and music. finally, it will aid librarians and booksellers, who 
superintend and make available the documents by which the texts of 
works are transmitted.

saturday 3:15–3:45pm

Beverage Break
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: CHf east Hall

saturday 3:45–5:15pm 

Plenary Session 2: 

The Future of the Past: Cultural Heritage in the Digital Age
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: CHf ullyot
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Plenary Speakers: 
 nancy y. McGovern, “Making digital Practice work for our Collec-

tions”
 w. brent seales, “emergent Practices for non-invasive Analysis of 

Artifacts”
Respondent: stephanie Ann frampton

it has not always been easy to be sanguine about the impact of the 
digital on the future of the book and the study of the historical hu-
manities. yet this plenary brings together two visionary practitioners 
in the study of cultural heritage materials whose work harnesses the 
powerful potentialities of digital tools to answer enduring questions 
about the past and to solve problems for preserving historical mate-
rials into the future. from the earliest surviving parchment manu-
scripts to born-yesterday paper and archives, we will discuss the role 
that digital avatars play in our study of human history. How can we 
best account for the important theoretical and practical distinctions 
between copies and originals in the digital space? what are the best 
practices for digital archiving and special collections preservation? 
And what are the long-term implications of creating digital “access” to 
cultural heritage artifacts for collections, for researchers, and for the 
public? simply put, what is the future of the past in the digital age? 

nAnCy y. McGoVern is the director for 
digital Preservation at Mit libraries. she leads 
the digital Preservation Management (dPM) 
workshops, an award-winning program offered 
more than fifty times in a dozen countries since 
2003. she has thirty years of experience with 
preserving digital content, including senior posi-
tions at iCPsr; Cornell university library; the 
open society Archives; and the Center for electronic records of the 
u.s. national Archives. she chairs the research forum of the soci-
ety of American Archives (sAA) that she co-founded in 2007. she 
is a fellow of sAA and a past president. she completed her Phd on 
digital preservation at university College london in 2009. 
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w. brent seAles is Professor and Chairman 
of the department of Computer science and 
director of the Center for Visualization and 
Virtual environments at the university of ken-
tucky. seales’ research centers on computer 
vision and visualization applied to challenges in 
the restoration of antiquities, surgical technol-
ogy, and data visualization. in the 2012-13 he 
was a Google Visiting scientist in Paris, where he continued work on 
the “virtual unwrapping” of the Herculaneum scrolls. in 2015, seales 
and his research team identified the oldest known Hebrew copy of 
the book of leviticus (other than the dead sea scrolls), carbon dated 
to the third century C.e. the reading of the text from within the 
damaged scroll has been hailed as one of the most significant discov-
eries in biblical archaeology of the past decade. 

stePHAnie Ann frAMPton is a classicist, 
a comparatist, and a scholar of the history of 
media in antiquity. since 2012, she has worked 
as a professor of literature at Mit, where she 
teaches the Classics and the history of the book. 
Her work explores the intersections of material 
culture and literary imagination in the ancient 
roman world and the classical tradition, focusing on the history of 
books, reading, writing, and scholarly practice. she has been the re-
cipient of numerous awards, including a rome Prize from the Ameri-
can Academy in rome, a loeb foundation fellowship, and a Mellon 
fellowship at rare book school. she is currently President of the new 
Andrew w. Mellon society of fellows in Critical bibliography at rbs.
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saturday 5:30–7:00pm

Evening Reception
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: CHf Museum & dow Public square/Jacobs reading 

room
 CHf Museum exhibitions free and open to all conference participants.

7:00pm

Optional Dinner Meet-up 
Location: Conference registration table in CHf Vestibule/lobby 
 eager to form more bibliographical community? Meet up with other 

conference-goers after the reception for dinner at a restaurant of your 
choosing.

sunday 15 oCtoBer · 10:00–11:30am

Affinity Brunch
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: CHf ullyot & east Hall
 limited to pre-registered, paid participants.

11:30am–1:00pm

Plenary Session 3: 

“Bibliography Among the Disciplines” Community Plenary
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: CHf ullyot
Session Organizers: András kiséry (the City College of new york) 

& Marissa nicosia (Penn state university, Abington College)

where do we go from here? this final plenary will feature multiple 
speakers—conference participants from a range of professions and 
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disciplines—responding to this question. As a community conversa-
tion, this plenary will provide an opportunity for all participants to 
reflect on insights from the conference, further questions, and future 
projects.

András kiséry is Associate Professor of eng-
lish at the City College of new york (Cuny). 
His articles on early modern english literature, 
political culture, and the material text have ap-
peared in edited collections and journals such 
as European Journal of English Studies, Philological 
Quarterly, and English Literary History. He is au-
thor of Hamlet’s Moment: Drama and Political Knowledge in Early Modern 
England (ouP, 2016), and is co-editor of Formal Matters: Reading the 
Materials of English Renaissance Literature (Manchester uP, 2013) and 
Worlds of Hungarian Writing: National Literature as Intercultural Exchange 
(fairleigh dickinson uP, 2016). He is working on two longer projects, 
one on early modern english literature and the european book trade, 
and another on the birth of media studies in weimar-era european 
sociology, history, and philology.

MArissA niCosiA is Assistant Professor of 
renaissance literature at Pennsylvania state 
university – Abington College. Marissa is com-
pleting a monograph on imagined futures in the 
seventeenth-century english history play and has 
articles on early modern literature published or 
forthcoming in Modern Philology, Milton Stud-
ies, The Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America, and Studies in 
Philology. she is a coeditor, with emma depledge and John Garrison, 
of the collection Making Milton: Writing, Publication, Reception, which 
is under contract with oxford university Press. Marissa founded the 
public food history website Cooking in the Archives with Alyssa Connell 
in 2014. Her research has been supported by the folger shakespeare 
library and the Andrew w. Mellon fellowship of scholars in Critical 
bibliography at rare book school.
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sunday 1:00–1:15pm 

Closing Remarks & Acknowledgments
Chemical Heritage foundation 
Location: CHf ullyot

rare book school director Michael f. suarez, s.J. (university of 
Virginia)

Conference Co-chairs barbara Heritage (Associate director, rbs) & 
donna sy (Mellon society Administrative director, rbs)

President of the Andrew w. Mellon society of fellows in Critical 
bibliography stephanie Ann frampton (Associate Professor, Mit)
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Dining Guide
near the ChemiCal heritage Foundation

Philadelphia is a great place to eat. These options are near the main conference 
venue and hotel. [ V = vegetarian friendly]

Coffee

CAfé sQuAre one ($) 50 s. 3rd st. 

Cozy and friendly coffee and snacks around the corner from the 
CHf.

frAnklin fountAin ($) 116 MArket st. 

Artisanal ice cream and sodas that will appeal to the historian in you.

lA ColoMbe ($) 100 s. indePendenCe MAll. 

drink coffee roasted in Philadelphia in this slick outpost a ten-
minute walk from the CHf. light breakfast foods and snacks also 
available.

MenAGerie Coffee ($)18 s. 3rd st.

freshly roasted coffee and simple food menu just around the corner 
from the CHf. Highly recommended!

old City Coffee ($) 221 CHurCH st. 

An old City institution serving coffee, tea, milkshakes, and snacks 
with lots of room to sit.

united by blue ($, V) 144 n. 2nd st. 

eco-friendly coffee and clothing company with a wide and healthy 
food menu including grab-and-go sandwiches. 
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lunCh & dinner

CAfé ole’ ($-$$, V) 147 n. 3rd st. 

breakfast, lunch, and coffee served in this sunny space with a Mediter-
ranean vibe (check out the shakshuka menu on weekend mornings).

ContinentAl ($$) 138 MArket st. 

retro dishes and classic cocktails.

fArMiCiA ($$-$$$, V) 15 s. 3rd st. 

bright and friendly spot for lunch, brunch, and dinner with ample 
vegetarian options. 

HAn dynAsty ($$, V) 123 CHestnut st. 

the flagship of a mini Philadelphia szechuan empire. spice levels are 
adjustable, but powerful. excellent cocktails. 

HiGH street on MArket ($$, V) 308 MArket st. 

Always voted one of Philadelphia’s best spots for bread, baked goods, 
and delicious meals all day long. reservations recommended for din-
ner; walk in for breakfast or lunch.

kHyber PAss ($$, V) 56 s. 2nd st. 

Half dive bar and half creative creole dining. Come for the great beer 
list, stay for the boudin balls. 

nAtionAl MeCHAniCs ($$) 22 s. 3rd st. 

Casual eatery in a historic architectural setting, open late. 

seCond story brewinG ($$) 117 CHestnut st. 

full-service brewery with a great gastropub menu and happy hour 
deals, open late. 

snAP kitCHen ($, V) 243 MArket st. 

Healthful and satisfying meals available to go. Quick and great for 
vegan, vegetarian, and gluten-free options.
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dinner 

AMAdA ($$$) 217-219 CHestnut st. 

Jose Garces’ first Philadelphia restaurant serving classic spanish tapas 
and delicious cocktails. 

bookbinders (tHe olde bAr) ($$-$$$) 125 wAlnut st.

An oyster happy hour to die for.

fork ($$$) 306 MArket st. 

High street’s more formal sister restaurant focusing on locally-
sourced new American cuisine.

ZAHAV ($$-$$$) 237 st JAMes Pl. 

the single best restaurant in Philadelphia. if you can’t get a reserva-
tion, try showing up for hummus happy hour at 5pm sharp. 

drinks

kHyber PAss ($-$$) 

see above: great beer list and Cajun menu in a dive-casual atmosphere.

tHe olde bAr ($$-$$$)

Classy cocktails and raw bar with a buck-a-shuck oyster happy hour.

further afield

These dining options are farther away from the conference venue and hotel, but 
absolutely worth the trip. [V = vegetarian friendly]

bArbuZZo ($$-$$$) 110 s. 13tH st. 

Mediterranean small plates and pizzas featuring local ingredients. 
if there is a wait, you can’t go wrong with 13th street alternatives 
including Jamonera, bud & Marilyn’s, lolita, and little nonna’s.
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CHeu noodle bAr ($$) 255 s. 10tH st. 

tiny washington square west bar serving ramen, noodles, and small 
plates. Perfect for groups of two or a meal on your own. 

diZenGoff ($) 1625 sAnsoM st. 

world-famous hummus served with fresh pita and israeli salads (best 
for lunch, closes at 7pm).

HunGry PiGeon ($$) 743 s. 4tH st. 

Coffee and baked goods by day, flawless simple local cuisine by night 
in Queen Village. 

rAnGoon ($-$$) 112 n. 9tH st. 

standout burmese food in Philadelphia’s Chinatown, good for large 
groups. 

rAnsteAd rooM ($$) 2013 rAnsteAd st. 

intimate cocktail bar down a backstreet illuminated with a single 
pink light bulb. 

reAdinG terMinAl MArket ($) 51 n. 12tH st. 

An unmissable Philadelphia experience. Housed in a former railway 
building, this market showcases the best of Philly produce, dining, 
butchery, and treats. you could try a cheesesteak here, or level up 
with a roast pork from dinic’s. 

tAlulA’s GArden/tAlulA’s tAble ($$-$$$)    
210 w. wAsHinGton sQuAre 

on one side, casual breakfast and lunch with market goods to go; on 
the other, one of the best brunches in the city. don’t skip the ricotta 
donuts. 

triA CAfé rittenHouse ($$) 123 s. 18tH st. 

wine and beer bar with excellent cheese plates, salads, and sandwiches.



Notice of Audiorecording, Videorecording & Photography
by participating in the bibliography Among the disciplines conference, you 
take part in an event where photography, audio, and video recording may occur.

by entering the event premises, you consent to photography, audio recording, 
video recording and its/their release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction 
to be used for news, web casts, promotional purposes, telecasts, advertising, 
inclusion on websites, social media, or any other purpose by rare book school 
(rbs) consistent with its nonprofit educational mission. images, photos and/
or videos may be used to promote similar rbs events in the future, highlight 
the event, and exhibit the capabilities of rbs. you release rbs, its officers and 
employees, and each and all persons involved from any liability connected with 
the taking, recording, digitizing, or publication and use of interviews, photo-
graphs, computer images, video and/or or sound recordings.

by entering the event premises, you waive all rights you may have to any 
claims for payment or royalties in connection with any use, exhibition, stream-
ing, web casting, televising, or other publication of these materials, regardless of 
the purpose or sponsoring of such use, exhibiting, broadcasting, web casting, or 
other publication irrespective of whether a fee for admission or sponsorship is 
charged. you also waive any right to inspect or approve any photo, video, or au-
dio recording taken by rbs or the person or entity designated to do so by rbs.

if you have questions or reservations about the foregoing policy, please speak 
to rbs staff before participating in the conference.
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