
Charlottesville, Virginia is an independent city of about 48,000 
people located at the center of Albemarle County in the Virginia 
Piedmont, about two hours from Washington, DC. Long celebrated 
as the location of Thomas Jefferson’s home, Monticello, and of his 
University of Virginia, Charlottesville is home to a number of used 
and antiquarian bookshops, as well as the host city for the annual 
Virginia Festival of the Book.

In addition to its bookstores, Charlottesville is noted for its vibrant 
downtown pedestrian mall. There are many excellent local restaurants 
and hotels at all price ranges, and the area is known for its wineries, 
breweries, and coffee houses.

Charlottesville is located on I-64 between I-81 and I-95, in a land-
scape of great scenic beauty and historical interest. It is an attractive 
destination for a day trip or weekend expedition.

A GUIDE PROVIDED COURTESY OF RARE BOOK SCHOOL

Antiquarian Bookhunting 
in Charlottesville

A Note About Rare Book School

Learn more about books, manuscripts, the history of printing, and related subjects. 
Located at the University of Virginia, Rare Book School offers five-day, intensive 
courses offered by an internationally celebrated faculty on the history of bookbinding; 
book collecting and collection management; descriptive and analytical bibliography; 
the history of the book; illustration and printing processes; libraries, archives, and 
electronic resources; medieval manuscripts; and typography and book design. For 
course listings, visit www.rarebookschool.org.



Downtown Charlottesville

Scott Fennessey; member ABAA*
BLUE WHALE BOOKS
115 West Main Street 
Charlottesville, VA 22902
434-296-4646
order@bluewhalebooks.com
hours: 10–9 Sun–Thu; 10–10 Fri–Sat.
Always open seven days a week, with 
hours slightly reduced in the winter. 
Used and rare books; wide selection of 
antique maps and prints.

Jackson Landers
DAEDALUS BOOKS
121 4th Street NE 
Charlottesville, VA 22902
hours: 12–6 daily.
434-293-7595
Used books on all subjects, specializing 
in fiction: 100,000 books on three floors. 
Same location for more than 45 years!

Mary Cooper Gilliam; member ABAA*
FRANKLIN GILLIAM :: RARE BOOKS
Gillian G. M. Kyles, Associate
218 West South Street 
Charlottesville, VA 22902
434-979-2512
fgrare@fgrarebooks.com
hours: By appt., 12–6 Mon–Sat.
Americana, American law to 1870, food 
and wine, books about books, prints, 
ephemera, trade catalogues, and unusual 
material in many fields.

Daphne Spain
2ND ACT BOOKS
214 East Main Street 
Charlottesville, VA 22902
434-202-0754
info@2ndactbooks.com
hours: 10–8 Mon–Sat; 11–5 Sun.
General used stock, mysteries, science 

fiction, fantasy, art, vintage paperbacks, 
children’s books, &c.

University Area

Paul Collinge; member ABAA*
HEARTWOOD BOOKS
5 Elliewood Avenue 
Charlottesville, VA 22903
434-295-7083
heartwood@cstone.net
hours: 11–5 Mon–Sat (closed 1:30–3:30 
Tues); 12–5 Sun.
Hours may be extended during RBS 
course weeks. Please call ahead.
Literature, Americana, UVA & Jefferson, 
large general used stock, publishers’ 
overstock, scholarly, and books on books, 
since 1975.

 *Antiquarian Booksellers’ Association of 
America, founded in 1949 “to encourage 
interest in rare books and manuscripts and 
to maintain the highest standards in the 
antiquarian booktrade.”
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Other Nearby Antiquarian Booksellers

Jamie Hale
BUTEO BOOKS
2731 Arrington Road 
Arrington, VA 22922
434-263-8671; 800-722-2460
fax: 434-263-4750
customerservice@buteobooks.com
www.buteobooks.com
hours: by appointment only.
Ornithology and natural history: new, 
out-of-print, antiquarian.

Candace Carter Crosby
CLOVER HILL BOOKS
Post Office Box 7212 
Charlottesville, VA 22906
clover8084@gmail.com
Twentieth-century British & American 
literature, gardening books.

Jerry N. Showalter; member ABAA*
JERRY N. SHOWALTER,
BOOKSELLER
Post Office Box 84, Ivy, VA 22945 (only six 
miles west on Route 250 from UVA)
434-295-6413; fax: 434-923-3343
jnsbooks@aol.com
hours: by appointment only.
Nineteenth- and twentieth-century British 
and American literature, Americana, 
Virginiana, Civil War, ephemera.

HELLO COMICS
www.hellocomics.net
Two Locations:
221A West Main Street 
Charlottesville, VA 22902
434-224-3210
hours: 11–6 Wed–Sat; 11–5 Sun; hours 
may vary by season.
Graphic novels, manga, posters.

398 Hillsdale Drive
Charlottesville, VA 22901
434-974-7512
hours: 11–6 Tues–Sat; 11–5 Sun; hours 
may vary by season.
Vintage and new comics, graphic novels, 
manga, collectibles.

New Books

NEW DOMINION BOOKSHOP
404 East Main Street 
Charlottesville, VA 22902
434-295-2252
www.ndbookshop.com
hours: 11–5:30 Sun–Mon; 9:30–5:30 
Tues–Wed; 9:30–8 Thurs–Sat. 
See website for current hours.
Fiction, nonfiction, poetry, children’s 
books.

RARE BOOK SCHOOL
University of Virginia
Box 400103
Charlottesville, VA 22904-4103 
434-924-8851
contactRBS@virginia.edu 
www.rarebookschool.org
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